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Introduction

Paul preached the gospel with great desire andndieiaion (Rom. 1:8-17). The message of
truth, the gospel, forms the basis of our hopeabfagion (Eph. 1:13-23).

Romans 1:8-17 ... 8 First, | thank my God througbkus Christ for you all, because your
faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole wio® For God, whom | serve in my
spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His S@mly witness as to how unceasingly |
make mention of you, 10 always in my prayers maldqgest, if perhaps now at last by
the will of God | may succeed in coming to youFd | long to see you so that | may
impart some spiritual gift to you, that you maydastablished; 12 that is, that | may be
encouraged together with you while among you, edals by the other’s faith, both
yours and mine. 13 | do not want you to be unawarethren, that often | have planned
to come to you (and have been prevented so fahjatd may obtain some fruit among
you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiekain under obligation both to Greeks
and to barbarians, both to the wise and to theiftol1l5 So, for my part, | am eager to
preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.drd Bm not ashamed of the gospel,
for it is the power of God for salvation to evergomho believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of @Goevealed from faith to faith; as it is
written, “But the righteous man shall live by faitiNASB95)

Ephesians 1:13-23 ... 13 In Him, you also, aftstelning to the message of truth, the
gospel of your salvation—having also believed, wete sealed in Him with the Holy
Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledgeuwfipoheritance, with a view to the
redemption of God’s own possession, to the praiséisoglory. 15 For this reason | too,
having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus whikists among you and your love for all
the saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for wdule making mention of you in my
prayers; 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Chtisg, Father of glory, may give to you a
spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowleadédim. 18 | pray that the eyes of
your heart may be enlightened, so that you wilvkmehat is the hope of His calling,
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritancéhe saints, 19 and what is the
surpassing greatness of His power toward us whewel These are in accordance with
the working of the strength of His might 20 whiah bfought about in Christ, when He
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at Histrlggnd in the heavenly places, 21 far
above all rule and authority and power and dominiand every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in the one to come. 2@ He put all things in subjection under
His feet, and gave Him as head over all thinghodhurch, 23 which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in all. (NASB95)



In Prophecy

In the Old Testament dispensation, the gospel wesched in prophecy. Consider God’s
promise to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3; Gal. 3:6-9) arso #aiah’s prophecy of the Messiah (Isa.
61:1-3; Luke 4:16-21).

Genesis 12:1-3 ... 1 Now the Lord said to Abramg ‘f@rth from your country, And from
your relatives And from your father’s house, Toldre which | will show you; 2 And |
will make you a great nation, And | will bless ydud make your name great; And so
you shall be a blessing; 3 And | will bless tho$®Wless you, And the one who curses
you | will curse. And in you all the families oétbarth will be blessed.” (NASB95)

Galatians 3:6-9 ... 6 Even so Abraham believed God, it was reckoned to him as
righteousness. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is¢hvaiso are of faith who are sons of
Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God wusgtfy the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, sayiigthe nations will be blessed in
you.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessgd Abraham, the believer. (NASB95)

Isaiah 61:1-3 ... 1 The Spirit of the Lord God moun me, Because the Lord has anointed
me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has ssnto bind up the brokenhearted, To
proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisan& To proclaim the favorable year
of the Lord And the day of vengeance of our Godgdrafort all who mourn, 3 To grant
those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garlandeastof ashes, The oil of gladness
instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instefaa gpirit of fainting. So they will be
called oaks of righteousness, The planting of el Lthat He may be glorified.
(NASB95)

Luke 4:16-21 ... 16 And He came to Nazareth, whierbad been brought up; and as
was His custom, He entered the synagogue on thea8gland stood up to read. 17 And
the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Hina e opened the book and found
the place where it was written, 18 “The SpiritloétLord is upon Me, Because He
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. Hedent Me to proclaim release to the
captives, And recovery of sight to the blind, Tiofisee those who are oppressed, 19 To
proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.” 20 And Elesed the book, gave it back to the
attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all insheagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And
He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture been fulfilled in your hearing.”
(NASB95)

In Practice

In the present dispensation, the gospel must chesl at home, near, and far (Mark 16:15-16;
Rom. 10:14-17; 15:18-21; Rev. 14:6-7). Our upcontiagpel Meeting with brother Chris
Reeves begins next Sunday. The Alvin congregatipparts the preaching of the gospel in the
United States: Rosenberg, Brenham, Abilene, Langp&=minole, and Washington State. We
also support the preaching of the gospel in foréagis, both in the Philippines and also India.



Mark 16:15-16 ... 15 And He said to them, “Go iatbthe world and preach the gospel
to all creation. 16 “He who has believed and hasrbbaptized shall be saved; but he
who has disbelieved shall be condemned. (NASB95)

Romans 10:14-17 ... 14 How then will they call amkh whom they have not believed?
How will they believe in Him whom they have notrdi@aAnd how will they hear without
a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless theysamt? Just as it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good nefagood things!” 16 However, they
did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah saysyrtl, who has believed our report?” 17
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by thedvadrChrist. (NASB95)

Romans 15:18-21 ... 18 For | will not presume teadpof anything except what Christ
has accomplished through me, resulting in the cdyexd of the Gentiles by word and
deed, 19 in the power of signs and wonders, irptveer of the Spirit; so that from
Jerusalem and round about as far as lllyricum | &&wvily preached the gospel of Christ.
20 And thus | aspired to preach the gospel, notrev@rist was already hamed, so that
| would not build on another man’s foundation; 2it s it is written, “They who had no
news of Him shall see, And they who have not helgat understand.” (NASB95)

Revelation 14:6-7 ... 6 And | saw another angeéhffyn midheaven, having an eternal
gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, tarevery nation and tribe and tongue
and people; 7 and he said with a loud voice, “F&d, and give Him glory, because the
hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who ntaéeheaven and the earth and
sea and springs of waters.” (NASB95)

In Purpose

In personal evangelism and public proclamation gibepel must be preached with purpose.
Consider the example and exhortations of Johny ééstiples, and Paul (Luke 3:15-18; 16:16;
Acts 14:21-23; 1 Cor. 9:16-17).

Luke 3:15-18 ... 15 Now while the people were stade of expectation and all were
wondering in their hearts about John, as to whetiewas the Christ, 16 John answered
and said to them all, “As for me, | baptize youhmitater; but One is coming who is
mightier than I, and | am not fit to untie the tlgoof His sandals; He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 “His winnowingrois in His hand to thoroughly clear
His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat intis Harn; but He will burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire.” 18 So with many other exduions he preached the gospel to
the people. (NASB95)

Luke 16:16 ... 16 “The Law and the Prophets weiecf@med until John; since that time
the gospel of the kingdom of God has been preaameteveryone is forcing his way
into it. (NASB95)

Acts 14:21-23 ... 21 After they had preached thepgbto that city and had made many
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconiumad &0 Antioch, 22 strengthening the
souls of the disciples, encouraging them to costinuthe faith, and saying, “Through



many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of G28.When they had appointed
elders for them in every church, having prayed \iasting, they commended them to the
Lord in whom they had believed. (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 9:16-17 ... 16 For if | preach thespel, | have nothing to boast of, for |
am under compulsion; for woe is me if | do not prethe gospel. 17 For if | do this
voluntarily, | have a reward; but if against my Wwilhave a stewardship entrusted to me.
(NASB95)

In Purity

The gospel must be preached in its purity and &gnBlot recognizing the danger of digression
(Gal. 1:8-9), the Corinthians foolishly acceptedsta who taught a different gospel (2 Cor. 11:1-
6). Like Paul, we must fully preach the gospel bfi€t (Rom. 15:18-21), and not shrink back
from declaring the whole purpose/counsel of GodgA0:25-32).

Galatians 1:8-9 ... 8 But even if we, or an angeif heaven, should preach to you a
gospel contrary to what we have preached to yous ke be accursed! 9 As we have said
before, so | say again now, if any man is preachigou a gospel contrary to what you
received, he is to be accursed! (NASB95)

2 Corinthians 11:1-6 ... 1 | wish that you wouldabgiith me in a little foolishness; but
indeed you are bearing with me. 2 For | am jealfarsyou with a godly jealousy; for |
betrothed you to one husband, so that to Chrisghtrpresent you as a pure virgin. 3

But | am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Bvkid craftiness, your minds will be led
astray from the simplicity and purity of devoti@nQhrist. 4 For if one comes and
preaches another Jesus whom we have not preachgduoeceive a different spirit
which you have not received, or a different gosygath you have not accepted, you bear
this beautifully. 5 For | consider myself not iretleast inferior to the most eminent
apostles. 6 But even if | am unskilled in speeeh] gm not so in knowledge; in fact, in
every way we have made this evident to you irhadgs. (NASB95)

Romans 15:18-21 ... 18 For | will not presume teapof anything except what Christ
has accomplished through me, resulting in the abexh of the Gentiles by word and
deed, 19 in the power of signs and wonders, irpthveer of the Spirit; so that from
Jerusalem and round about as far as lllyricum | &&wvily preached the gospel of Christ.
20 And thus | aspired to preach the gospel, notrev@rist was already nhamed, so that
| would not build on another man’s foundation; 2it s it is written, “They who had no
news of Him shall see, And they who have not helgat understand.” (NASB95)

Acts 20:25-32 ... 25 “And now, behold, | know thkbof you, among whom | went about
preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my f@é="Therefore, | testify to you this
day that I am innocent of the blood of all men!R2a@r | did not shrink from declaring to
you the whole purpose of God. 28 “Be on guard fmurgelves and for all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overs¢ershepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood. 29 “I kndwattafter my departure savage
wolves will come in among you, not sparing thelf|@9 and from among your own



selves men will arise, speaking perverse thingdraw away the disciples after them. 31
“Therefore be on the alert, remembering that nightl day for a period of three years |
did not cease to admonish each one with tears.A®1“now | commend you to God and
to the word of His grace, which is able to builduygp and to give you the inheritance
among all those who are sanctified. (NASB95)

In Persecution

The gospel must be preached even in the face sépation. Although they were threatened, and
subsequently beaten, the apostles continued talpdEsus as the Christ (Acts 4:13-22; 5:27-32,
40-42). Later, Barnabas and Saul evidenced similarage (Acts 14:1-7).

Acts 4:13-22 ... 13 Now as they observed the cendel of Peter and John and
understood that they were uneducated and untrameud, they were amazed, and began
to recognize them as having been with Jesus. 14Asidg the man who had been
healed standing with them, they had nothing toisagply. 15 But when they had

ordered them to leave the Council, they began tderavith one another, 16 saying,
“What shall we do with these men? For the fact thaibteworthy miracle has taken

place through them is apparent to all who live @mukalem, and we cannot deny it. 17
“But so that it will not spread any further amortgetpeople, let us warn them to speak no
longer to any man in this name.” 18 And when theg summoned them, they
commanded them not to speak or teach at all im#mee of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John
answered and said to them, “Whether it is rightha sight of God to give heed to you
rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for wertdrstop speaking about what we have
seen and heard.” 21 When they had threatened thetmef, they let them go (finding no
basis on which to punish them) on account of tloplee because they were all glorifying
God for what had happened; 22 for the man was rtt@e forty years old on whom this
miracle of healing had been performed. (NASB95)

Acts 5:27-32 ... 27 When they had brought theny, sk@od them before the Council. The
high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gawestdct orders not to continue
teaching in this name, and yet, you have filledidalem with your teaching and intend
to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 But Petedahe apostles answered, “We must
obey God rather than men. 30 “The God of our fashaised up Jesus, whom you had
put to death by hanging Him on a cross. 31 “Hehis bne whom God exalted to His right
hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentaondsrael, and forgiveness of sins. 32
“And we are witnesses of these things; and soadtbly Spirit, whom God has given to
those who obey Him.” (NASB95)

Acts 5:40-42 ... 40 They took his advice; and aftdling the apostles in, they flogged
them and ordered them not to speak in the namesais]) and then released them. 41 So
they went on their way from the presence of then€iguejoicing that they had been
considered worthy to suffer shame for His nameAd@ every day, in the temple and
from house to house, they kept right on teachirg@eaching Jesus as the Christ.
(NASB95)



Acts 14:1-7 ... 1 In Iconium they entered the spgag of the Jews together, and spoke in
such a manner that a large number of people bdliebeth of Jews and of Greeks. 2 But
the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the mindseof2antiles and embittered them
against the brethren. 3 Therefore they spent a tong there speaking boldly with
reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to tloedrof His grace, granting that signs
and wonders be done by their hands. 4 But the peafithe city were divided; and some
sided with the Jews, and some with the apostlésidbwhen an attempt was made by
both the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulesanistreat and to stone them, 6 they
became aware of it and fled to the cities of Ly¢aohystra and Derbe, and the
surrounding region; 7 and there they continued teggh the gospel. (NASB95)

Conclusion

The preaching of the gospel leads to the obediehfath (Rom. 16:25-27). The preaching of
the gospel prepares us for the final judgment (L£&-6).

Romans 16:25-27 ... 25 Now to Him who is able tald#ish you according to my gospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according toréwelation of the mystery which has
been kept secret for long ages past, 26 but nomaisifested, and by the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the at€nd, has been made known to all
the nations, leading to obedience of faith; 27h® only wise God, through Jesus Christ,
be the glory forever. Amen. (NASB95)

1 Peter 4:1-6 ... 1 Therefore, since Christ hasesafl in the flesh, arm yourselves also
with the same purpose, because he who has suffetkd flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so
as to live the rest of the time in the flesh na@barfor the lusts of men, but for the will of
God. 3 For the time already past is sufficientyou to have carried out the desire of the
Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensualigts|wrunkenness, carousing, drinking
parties and abominable idolatries. 4 In all thisgy are surprised that you do not run
with them into the same excesses of dissipatiahttay malign you; 5 but they will give
account to Him who is ready to judge the living @nel dead. 6 For the gospel has for
this purpose been preached even to those who aig tleat though they are judged in
the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit adeay to the will of God. (NASB95)



