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Introduction

Let us consider Matthew 10:37-39, and other parallel and related passages, where Jesus
addresses the demands of discipleship (cf. dso Matt. 16:24-27; Mark 8:34-38; Luke 9:23-26;
14:25-33).

Matthew 10:37-39 ... 37 “He who loves father or hestmore than Me is not worthy of
Me; and he who loves son or daughter more thandvet worthy of Me. 38 “And he
who does not take his cross and follow after M&oisworthy of Me. 39 “He who has
found his life will lose it, and he who has los lifie for My sake will find it. (NASB95)

Matthew 16:24-27 ... 24 Then Jesus said to Hisgliss, “If anyone wishes to come after
Me, he must deny himself, and take up his crosdallodv Me. 25 “For whoever wishes
to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses kifie for My sake will find it. 26 “For

what will it profit a man if he gains the whole wband forfeits his soul? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his soul? 27 “For the $6Man is going to come in the glory
of His Father with His angels, and will then repayery man according to his deeds.
(NASB95)

Mark 8:34-38 ... 34 And He summoned the crowd Withdisciples, and said to them,

“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must demsaif, and take up his cross and
follow Me. 35 “For whoever wishes to save his Vifidd lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 “R@nat does it profit a man to gain the
whole world, and forfeit his soul? 37 “For what Wal man give in exchange for his soul?
38 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words is #dulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamdudrafwhen He comes in the glory of
His Father with the holy angels.” (NASB95)

Luke 9:23-26 ... 23 And He was saying to thenflélinyone wishes to come after Me,
he must deny himself, and take up his cross datyfallow Me. 24 “For whoever wishes
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses life for My sake, he is the one who will
save it. 25 “For what is a man profited if he gathe whole world, and loses or forfeits
himself? 26 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and Mydspthe Son of Man will be
ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, andlitwy of the Father and of the holy
angels. (NASB95)

Luke 14:25-33 ... 25 Now large crowds were goiranglwith Him; and He turned and
said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to Me, and dagdate his own father and mother
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, gesl even his own life, he cannot be



My disciple. 27 “Whoever does not carry his ownssand come after Me cannot be My
disciple. 28 “For which one of you, when he wawntbtild a tower, does not first sit
down and calculate the cost to see if he has entmgbmplete it? 29 “Otherwise, when
he has laid a foundation and is not able to finslhwho observe it begin to ridicule him,
30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was no¢ ablfinish.” 31 “Or what king, when
he sets out to meet another king in battle, witlfirst sit down and consider whether he
is strong enough with ten thousand men to encouh&one coming against him with
twenty thousand? 32 “Or else, while the other i f&tr away, he sends a delegation and
asks for terms of peace. 33 “So then, none of yoube My disciple who does not give
up all his own possessions. (NASB95)

Regarding Family

We must love Christ more than our own family. Discipleship involves the potentia of loss (Matt.
10:37; Luke 14:26; 9:57-62) coupled with the assurance of gain (Matt. 4:18-22; 12:46-50; Mark
10:29-30; Luke 18:29-30).

Loss

Matthew 10:37 ... 37 “He who loves father or mothesre than Me is not worthy of Me;
and he who loves son or daughter more than Metisvoathy of Me. (NASB95)

Luke 14:26 ... 26 “If anyone comes to Me, and dashate his own father and mother
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, gesl even his own life, he cannot be
My disciple. (NASB95)

Luke 9:57-62 ... 57 As they were going along ttegreomeone said to Him, “I will
follow You wherever You go.” 58 And Jesus saidng lThe foxes have holes and the
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Manrwaghere to lay His head.” 59 And He
said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord,gomit me first to go and bury my
father.” 60 But He said to him, “Allow the deadhary their own dead; but as for you,
go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God. Aébther also said, “I will follow
You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-byehtose at home.” 62 But Jesus said to
him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plonddooking back, is fit for the kingdom
of God.” (NASB95)

Gain

Matthew 4:18-22 ... 18 Now as Jesus was walkintpéysea of Galilee, He saw two
brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andressblother, casting a net into the
sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He said tmtlf&ollow Me, and | will make you
fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left theirsand followed Him. 21 Going on from
there He saw two other brothers, James the sorlbédee, and John his brother, in the
boat with Zebedee their father, mending their natg] He called them. 22 Immediately
they left the boat and their father, and followeidnH(NASB95)



Matthew 12:46-50 ... 46 While He was still speakim¢he crowds, behold, His mother
and brothers were standing outside, seeking tolspeélim. 47 Someone said to Him,
“Behold, your mother and your brothers are standmmgside seeking to speak to you.”
48 But Jesus answered the one who was telling Huoinsaid, “Who is My mother and
who are My brothers?” 49 And stretching out His Haonward His disciples, He said,
“Behold My mother and My brothers! 50 “For whoewdwes the will of My Father who
is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and moti{HASB95)

Mark 10:29-30 ... 29 Jesus said, “Truly | say tauythere is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or childrenfarms, for My sake and for the
gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a huddmaes as much now in the present
age, houses and brothers and sisters and motherglifdren and farms, along with
persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal (NASB95)

Luke 18:29-30 ... 29 And He said to them, “Trubal to you, there is no one who has
left house or wife or brothers or parents or chédr for the sake of the kingdom of God,
30 who will not receive many times as much attthie and in the age to come, eternal
life.” (NASB95)

Regarding Comfort

We must love Christ more than our own comfort. Discipleship involves the potentia of loss
(Matt. 10:38; 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23; 14:27) coupled with the assurance of gain (Gal.
6:12-17; 2 Cor. 6:4-10; 1 Pet. 1:6-9).

Loss

Matthew 10:38 ... 38 “And he who does not takechiss and follow after Me is not
worthy of Me. (NASB95)

Matthew 16:24 ... 24 Then Jesus said to His dissipllif anyone wishes to come after
Me, he must deny himself, and take up his crossaiodv Me. (NASB95)

Mark 8:34 ... 34 And He summoned the crowd withdiisiples, and said to them, “If
anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny tijrasdltake up his cross and follow
Me. (NASB95)

Luke 9:23 ... 23 And He was saying to them allatifyone wishes to come after Me, he
must deny himself, and take up his cross dailyfabolw Me. (NASB95)

Luke 14:27 ... 27 “Whoever does not carry his onwoss and come after Me cannot be
My disciple. (NASB95)



Gain

Galatians 6:12-17 ... 12 Those who desire to magea showing in the flesh try to
compel you to be circumcised, simply so that th#ynat be persecuted for the cross of
Christ. 13 For those who are circumcised do nohekeep the Law themselves, but they
desire to have you circumcised so that they magtdoayour flesh. 14 But may it never
be that | would boast, except in the cross of aandLJesus Christ, through which the
world has been crucified to me, and | to the wotls For neither is circumcision
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creatioé.And those who will walk by this
rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon thellsf God. 17 From now on let no
one cause trouble for me, for | bear on my bodybttaed-marks of Jesus. (NASB95)

2 Corinthians 6:4-10 ... 4 but in everything comuliag ourselves as servants of God, in
much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, istdisses, 5 in beatings, in
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessnin hunger, 6 in purity, in
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the HolyitSm genuine love, 7 in the word of
truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of rghitsness for the right hand and the
left, 8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report anabg report; regarded as deceivers and
yet true; 9 as unknown yet well-known, as dyindogébld, we live; as punished yet not
put to death, 10 as sorrowful yet always rejoiciag poor yet making many rich, as
having nothing yet possessing all things. (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:6-9 ... 6 In this you greatly rejoiceepwhough now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been distressed by variods,trfi@o that the proof of your faith,
being more precious than gold which is perishablesn though tested by fire, may be
found to result in praise and glory and honor a tievelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and
though you have not seen Him, you love Him, andghgou do not see Him now, but
believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inegpsible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as
the outcome of your faith the salvation of yourlso(NASB95)

Regarding Life

We must love Christ more than our own life. Discipleship involves the potential of loss (Matt.
10:39; 16:25-26; Mark 8:35-36; Luke 9:24-25) coupled with the assurance of gain (Acts 7:54-60;
2Tim. 4:6-8; Rev. 2:10-11).

Loss

Matthew 10:39 ... 39 “He who has found his lifelyake it, and he who has lost his life
for My sake will find it. (NASB95)

Matthew 16:25-26 ... 25 “For whoever wishes to shiglife will lose it; but whoever
loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 “For vahwill it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will @mgive in exchange for his soul?
(NASB95)



Mark 8:35-36 ... 35 “For whoever wishes to savellieswill lose it, but whoever loses
his life for My sake and the gospel’'s will save88.“For what does it profit a man to
gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? (NASB95

Luke 9:24-25 ... 24 “For whoever wishes to savelifeswill lose it, but whoever loses his
life for My sake, he is the one who will save &.“Bor what is a man profited if he gains
the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? 8845)

John 12:25 ... 25 “He who loves his life losesitd he who hates his life in this world
will keep it to life eternal. (NASB95)

Gain

Acts 7:54-60 ... 54 Now when they heard this, these cut to the quick, and they began
gnashing their teeth at him. 55 But being fullteg Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus staraditige right hand of God; 56 and he
said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened up an&ameof Man standing at the right hand
of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voicedacovered their ears and rushed at
him with one impulse. 58 When they had driven hithobthe city, they began stoning
him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes atféet of a young man named Saul. 59
They went on stoning Stephen as he called on tieedral said, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit!” 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried quth a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them!” Having said this, he felleep. (NASB95)

2 Timothy 4:6-8 ... 6 For | am already being poured as a drink offering, and the time
of my departure has come. 7 | have fought the diobd, | have finished the course, |
have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is lafgfor me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will awardrte on that day; and not only to me,
but also to all who have loved His appearing. (NASB

Revelation 2:10-11 ... 10 “Do not fear what you af@ut to suffer. Behold, the devil is
about to cast some of you into prison, so thatwibibe tested, and you will have
tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until deatmd | will give you the crown of life. 11
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirgs#o the churches. He who
overcomes will not be hurt by the second deathASR95)

Conclusion

Areyou living in view of the judgment (Matt. 16:27; Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26)? Have you counted
the cost (Luke 14:28-33)7?

Matthew 16:27 ... 27 “For the Son of Man is goilmgcome in the glory of His Father
with His angels, and will then repay every man adog to his deeds. (NASB95)

Mark 8:38 ... 38 “For whoever is ashamed of Me &mglwords in this adulterous and
sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be askd of him when He comes in the
glory of His Father with the holy angels.” (NASB95)



Luke 9:26 ... 26 “For whoever is ashamed of Me Bhdwords, the Son of Man will be
ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, andlitwy of the Father and of the holy
angels. (NASB95)

Luke 14:28-33 ... 28 “For which one of you, whena@nts to build a tower, does not

first sit down and calculate the cost to see ihhe enough to complete it? 29
“Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is alde to finish, all who observe it
begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This man begarmtild and was not able to finish.” 31
“Or what king, when he sets out to meet anotheg kinbattle, will not first sit down and
consider whether he is strong enough with ten tAndsnen to encounter the one coming
against him with twenty thousand? 32 “Or else, while other is still far away, he sends
a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 “®0thone of you can be My disciple
who does not give up all his own possessions. (RBSB



