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Introduction

In tempting Jesus in the wilderness, (Matt. 4:1-8htan’s approach was consistent with his
earlier Edenic enticements (Gen. 3:1-7), and alsptesent persistent persuasions: the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pridé®f1 John 2:15-17).

Matthew 4:1-11 ... 1 Then Jesus was led up by piré 8ito the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days forty nights, He then became
hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Himydfi are the Son of God, command
that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answaddsaid, “It is written, ‘Man shall
not live on bread alone, but on every word thatgeexs out of the mouth of God.”” 5
Then the devil took Him into the holy city and lkéich stand on the pinnacle of the
temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son oti@hrow Yourself down; for it is
written, ‘He will command His angels concerning Yaund ‘On their hands they will
bear You up, So that You will not strike Your fgdinst a stone.”” 7 Jesus said to him,
“On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall nattghe Lord your God to the test.” ” 8
Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountam &howed Him all the kingdoms of
the world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him,IF'#ese things | will give You, if You
fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said i, liGo, Satan! For it is written,

‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve toimty.” ” 11 Then the devil left Him;
and behold, angels came and began to minister to. KINASB95)

Genesis 3:1-7 ... 1 Now the serpent was more ctiaéity any beast of the field which the
Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Iddbas God said, ‘You shall not
eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 The woman gaithe serpent, “From the fruit of
the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but fronirtieof the tree which is in the middle
of the garden, God has said, “You shall not eatfrbor touch it, or you will die.” ” 4

The serpent said to the woman, “You surely willdiet 5 “For God knows that in the
day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, andwill be like God, knowing good and
evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the tree was dgoodbod, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to makenise, she took from its fruit and ate;
and she gave also to her husband with her, andderarhen the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they knew that they were naketitrey sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves loin coverings. (NASB95)

1 John 2:15-17 ... 15 Do not love the world nor thiags in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.Ad all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the bogstie of life, is not from the Father, but



is from the world. 17 The world is passing away afso its lusts; but the one who does
the will of God lives forever. (NASB95)

However, let us consider Satanic temptations iiffardnt light. After the wilderness testing, the
devil left Jesus, until an opportune time (Mati.}4:Luke 4:13). He continued to oppose Christ,
making his final assault during the Lord’s passaoi crucifixion (John 14:29-31; Luke 22:52-
53).

Matthew 4:11 ... 11 Then the devil left Him; an¢hdle, angels came and began to
minister to Him. (NASB95)

Luke 4:13 ... 13 When the devil had finished et@mptation, he left Him until an
opportune time. (NASB95)

John 14:29-31 ... 29 “Now | have told you beforbappens, so that when it happens,
you may believe. 30 “I will not speak much moréhwibu, for the ruler of the world is
coming, and he has nothing in Me; 31 but so thatworld may know that | love the
Father, | do exactly as the Father commanded Mée.upelet us go from here. (NASB95)

Luke 22:52-53 ... 52 Then Jesus said to the chie$ts and officers of the temple and
elders who had come against Him, “Have you comenatit swords and clubs as you

would against a robber? 53 “While | was with youlgan the temple, you did not lay

hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkreee yours.” (NASB95)

Satan appeals through the lust of the flesh, thiediithe eyes, and the pride of life. However, it
is also instructive to realize that temptations edram what we need, what we want, and what
we fear.

Needs

Satan entices us in the things we need. Howeven Egitimate needs must be satisfied in a
proper manner.

Food

After Jesus had fasted forty days, and was hurigeytempter came and said, “If You are the
Son of God, command that these stones become b@adLord answered, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live on bread alone, but on every woat firoceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matt.
4:1-4).

Matthew 4:1-4 ... 1 Then Jesus was led up by tivé 8o the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days forty nights, He then became
hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Himydfi are the Son of God, command
that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answaanddsaid, “It is written, ‘Man shall
not live on bread alone, but on every word thatgeeds out of the mouth of God.’”
(NASB95)



Food is both good and necessary (Gen. 1:29-314911Fim. 4:1-5).

Genesis 1:29-31 ... 29 Then God said, “Behold,vehgiven you every plant yielding
seed that is on the surface of all the earth, arehetree which has fruit yielding seed; it
shall be food for you; 30 and to every beast ofdaeh and to every bird of the sky and
to every thing that moves on the earth which Has llihave given every green plant for
food”; and it was so. 31 God saw all that He hadd®maand behold, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, ttie day. (NASB95)

Genesis 9:1-4 ... 1 And God blessed Noah and his aod said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth. 2 “The fear of you@the terror of you will be on every beast
of the earth and on every bird of the sky; withrgtheng that creeps on the ground, and
all the fish of the sea, into your hand they angegi 3 “Every moving thing that is alive
shall be food for you; I give all to you, as | gate green plant. 4 “Only you shall not
eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. (NASB9

1 Timothy 4:1-5 ... 1 But the Spirit explicitly sahat in later times some will fall away
from the faith, paying attention to deceitful sggrand doctrines of demons, 2 by means
of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own caesce as with a branding iron, 3 men
who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining frommd® which God has created to be
gratefully shared in by those who believe and kttwwruth. 4 For everything created by
God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if itgseived with gratitude; 5 for it is
sanctified by means of the word of God and pra{dASB95)

However, the improper acquisition of food must keided (Prov. 30:7-9; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Eph.
4:28).

Proverbs 30:7-9 ... 7 Two things | asked of YounbDorefuse me before | die: 8 Keep
deception and lies far from me, Give me neitheepgwor riches; Feed me with the
food that is my portion, 9 That | not be full arehgt You and say, “Who is the Lord?”
Or that | not be in want and steal, And profane tiaene of my God. (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 ... 9 Or do you not know ttia unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fortwicg nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thievestheocovetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdorh@od. 11 Such were some of you; but
you were washed, but you were sanctified, but yene yustified in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. (NASB95)

Ephesians 4:28 ... 28 He who steals must steabmgelr; but rather he must labor,
performing with his own hands what is good, so treatvill have something to share with
one who has need. (NASB95)

Companionship

In like manner, the need for marital companionshipatural (Gen. 2:18-24; Prov. 18:22; Heb.
13:4).



Genesis 2:18-24 ... 18 Then the Lord God saidis‘tiot good for the man to be alone; |
will make him a helper suitable for him.” 19 Outtbe ground the Lord God formed
every beast of the field and every bird of the akyg, brought them to the man to see what
he would call them; and whatever the man callettiad creature, that was its name. 20
The man gave names to all the cattle, and to ttaslaf the sky, and to every beast of the
field, but for Adam there was not found a helpetaglie for him. 21 So the Lord God
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, andepg; $hen He took one of his ribs and
closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord @stiioned into a woman the rib which
He had taken from the man, and brought her to the.r@3 The man said, “This is now
bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She Bbaldlled Woman, Because she was
taken out of Man.” 24 For this reason a man shadl\e his father and his mother, and
be joined to his wife; and they shall become oeshfl NASB95)

Proverbs 18:22 ... 22 He who finds a wife findsoadjthing And obtains favor from the
Lord. (NASB95)

Hebrews 13:4 ... 4 Marriage is to be held in hoaarong all, and the marriage bed is to
be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers Godlyudge. (NASB95)

However, God’s hatred of divorce (Mal. 2:13-16) dmsllaw regarding marriage, divorce and
remarriage must be acknowledged (Matt. 19:3-12).

Malachi 2:13-16 ... 13 “This is another thing yoa:d/ou cover the altar of the Lord with
tears, with weeping and with groaning, because bléonger regards the offering or
accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 “Yet yay s'For what reason?’ Because the
Lord has been a witness between you and the wifeusfyouth, against whom you have
dealt treacherously, though she is your companiuch your wife by covenant. 15 “But
not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit what did that one do while he
was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed thenuosgrit, and let no one deal
treacherously against the wife of your youth. 1®fF hate divorce,” says the Lord, the
God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment witong,” says the Lord of hosts.
“So take heed to your spirit, that you do not dieahcherously.” (NASB95)

Matthew 19:3-12 ... 3 Some Pharisees came to Jessig)g Him and asking, “Is it

lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reasatrall?” 4 And He answered and said,
“Have you not read that He who created them fromlieginning made them male and
female, 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shal/kehis father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become oegfl? 6 “So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. What therefore God has joined togeteeno man separate.” 7 They said to
Him, “Why then did Moses command to give her aifoeaite of divorce and send her
away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of your hardnaflseart Moses permitted you to
divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has been this way. 9 “And | say to you,
whoever divorces his wife, except for immoralityd anarries another woman commits
adultery.” 10 The disciples said to Him, “If thelaionship of the man with his wife is
like this, it is better not to marry.” 11 But Heiddo them, “Not all men can accept this
statement, but only those to whom it has been gi2fFor there are eunuchs who were
born that way from their mother’'s womb; and there aunuchs who were made eunuchs



by men; and there are also eunuchs who made theesselinuchs for the sake of the
kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept thid)im accept it.” (NASB9I5)

Desires

Satan tempts us in the things we desire. Howeven kgitimate desires must be fulfilled in a
proper manner.

In the second and third temptations, Satan appe¢aldesus’ desire for rule and respect (Matt.
4:5-10).

Matthew 4:5-10 ... 5 Then the devil took Him irte holy city and had Him stand on the
pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If Yare the Son of God, throw Yourself
down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angetoncerning You’; and ‘On their
hands they will bear You up, So that You will nioks Your foot against a stone.”” 7
Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is wnit&’ou shall not put the Lord your God
to the test.” ” 8 Again, the devil took Him to aryéigh mountain and showed Him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 andsaé to Him, “All these things | will
give You, if You fall down and worship me.” 10 Tlesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For
it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your Gaahd serve Him only.”” (NASB95)

Rule & Respect
Christ properly desired to rule over mankind (P%-2 Luke 1:31-33; Rev. 11:15).

Psalm 2:1-9 ... 1 Why are the nations in an uprdad the peoples devising a vain thing?
2 The kings of the earth take their stand And thers take counsel together Against the
Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 3 “Let uarttheir fetters apart And cast away
their cords from us!” 4 He who sits in the heavémgyhs, The Lord scoffs at them. 5
Then He will speak to them in His anger And terttilgm in His fury, saying, 6 “But as
for Me, | have installed My King Upon Zion, My hatpuntain.” 7 “I will surely tell of

the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are3dy, Today | have begotten You. 8
‘Ask of Me, and | will surely give the nations asu¥inheritance, And the very ends of
the earth as Your possession. 9 “You shall breaintivith a rod of iron, You shall
shatter them like earthenware.” ” (NASB95)

Luke 1:31-33 ... 31 “And behold, you will conceirnegzour womb and bear a son, and
you shall name Him Jesus. 32 “He will be great anlli be called the Son of the Most
High; and the Lord God will give Him the thronekit father David; 33 and He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His dkamgy will have no end.” (NASB95)

Revelation 11:15 ... 15 Then the seventh angeldadjrand there were loud voices in
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has bectira kingdom of our Lord and of
His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.” f6B95)

Christ properly desired the respect due his narmedR0-12; John 5:22-23; Rom. 1:3-4).



Psalm 2:10-12 ... 10 Now therefore, O kings, shmeaitnment; Take warning, O judges
of the earth. 11 Worship the Lord with reverence Agjoice with trembling. 12 Do
homage to the Son, that He not become angry, amghgosh in the way, For His wrath
may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who takgge in Him! (NASB95)

John 5:22-23 ... 22 “For not even the Father judgeyone, but He has given all
judgment to the Son, 23 so that all will honor 8@ even as they honor the Father. He
who does not honor the Son does not honor the Fathe sent Him. (NASB95)

Romans 1:3-4 ... 3 concerning His Son, who was bbedescendant of David
according to the flesh, 4 who was declared the@dbod with power by the resurrection
from the dead, according to the Spirit of holinekessus Christ our Lord, (NASB95)

Nevertheless, these proper desires could not bully fulfilled in an improper manner (Matt.
4:5-10).

Matthew 4:5-10 ... 5 Then the devil took Him irte holy city and had Him stand on the
pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If Yare the Son of God, throw Yourself
down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angetoncerning You’; and ‘On their
hands they will bear You up, So that You will ioks Your foot against a stone.”” 7
Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is wniité/ou shall not put the Lord your God
to the test.” ” 8 Again, the devil took Him to aryéigh mountain and showed Him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 andsa&d to Him, “All these things | will
give You, if You fall down and worship me.” 10 THesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For
it is written, *You shall worship the Lord your Gaghd serve Him only.” ” (NASB95)

Relationships
In like manner, we desire a warm, loving, opentreteship with fellow Christians.
Fellowship is a wonderful blessing (Ps. 133:1-3bHE3:1; 1 Pet. 3:8-9).

Psalm 133:1-3 ... 1 A Song of Ascents, of DavitioBk how good and how pleasant it is
For brothers to dwell together in unity! 2 It i&éd the precious oil upon the head,
Coming down upon the beard, Even Aaron’s beard, i@gmown upon the edge of his
robes. 3 It is like the dew of Hermon Coming dowaruthe mountains of Zion; For
there the Lord commanded the blessing—life forI&kSB95)

Hebrews 13:1 ... 1 Let love of the brethren corgiflNASB95)

1 Peter 3:8-9 ... 8 To sum up, all of you be harimes, sympathetic, brotherly,
kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 9 not returniegl for evil or insult for insult, but
giving a blessing instead; for you were calledtfoe very purpose that you might inherit
a blessing. (NASB95)

However, it cannot be maintained at the expenseutsf (1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:1-6; Phil. 2:1-2).



1 Corinthians 1:10 ... 10 Now | exhort you, bretirby the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all agree and that there be nasions among you, but that you be made
complete in the same mind and in the same judgrfiASB95)

Ephesians 4:1-6 ... 1 Therefore I, the prisonethefLord, implore you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling with which you haverbealled, 2 with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance feramother in love, 3 being diligent to
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond ofqeea There is one body and one Spirit,
just as also you were called in one hope of yollmzg 5 one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is ovéaal through all and in all.
(NASB95)

Philippians 2:1-2 ... 1 Therefore if there is amceuragement in Christ, if there is any
consolation of love, if there is any fellowshiglo# Spirit, if any affection and
compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being afatime mind, maintaining the same
love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. (IBAS)

Fears

Satan tempts us in the things we fear. Howevem &gtimate fears must be faced in a proper
manner.

Crucifixion
The cross represented agony, suffering and desdah%8:1-12; Gal. 3:13-14; 1 Pet. 2:21-25).

Isaiah 53:1-12 ... 1 Who has believed our messagel?to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed? 2 For He grew up before Him likeraler shoot, And like a root out of
parched ground; He has no stately form or majesigtTve should look upon Him, Nor
appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 3uds despised and forsaken of men,
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; An@ ldne from whom men hide their face
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4ySauwelgriefs He Himself bore, And
our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemaddtticken, Smitten of God, and
afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for ourrtsgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fefjon Him, And by His scourging we are
healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astraghléd us has turned to his own way; But
the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To ¢allHim. 7 He was oppressed and He was
afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like mkathat is led to slaughter, And like a
sheep that is silent before its shearers, So Hendicbpen His mouth. 8 By oppression
and judgment He was taken away; And as for His igdio®, who considered That He
was cut off out of the land of the living For thensgression of my people, to whom the
stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with @ioken, Yet He was with a rich man
in His death, Because He had done no violence wWarthere any deceit in His mouth.
10 But the Lord was pleased To crush Him, putting kb grief; If He would render
Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offsm, He will prolong His days, And the
good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hatd.As a result of the anguish of His



soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His krenige the Righteous One, My Servant,
will justify the many, As He will bear their inidu@is. 12 Therefore, | will allot Him a
portion with the great, And He will divide the bgatith the strong; Because He poured
out Himself to death, And was numbered with thesgaessors; Yet He Himself bore the
sin of many, And interceded for the transgresStN4SB95)

Galatians 3:13-14 ... 13 Christ redeemed us froendtrse of the Law, having become a
curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyomnbo hangs on a tree”— 14 in order
that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham miginte to the Gentiles, so that we would
receive the promise of the Spirit through faithA@B95)

1 Peter 2:21-25 ... 21 For you have been calledha purpose, since Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example for yofobiow in His steps, 22 who committed
no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 88 while being reviled, He did not
revile in return; while suffering, He uttered naehts, but kept entrusting Himself to Him
who judges righteously; 24 and He Himself bore sins in His body on the cross, so
that we might die to sin and live to righteousnésspy His wounds you were healed. 25
For you were continually straying like sheep, botvrnyou have returned to the Shepherd
and Guardian of your souls. (NASB95)

However, Jesus did not let fear of the cross kempftom his purpose (John 12:27-33; Matt.
16:21-23; 26:36-46).

John 12:27-33 ... 27 “Now My soul has become tredbbnd what shall | say, ‘Father,
save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose | eatm this hour. 28 “Father, glorify
Your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “ldhbweth glorified it, and will glorify
it again.” 29 So the crowd of people who stood bg heard it were saying that it had
thundered; others were saying, “An angel has spdkdiim.” 30 Jesus answered and
said, “This voice has not come for My sake, butyfmur sakes. 31 “Now judgment is
upon this world; now the ruler of this world wilelzast out. 32 “And I, if | am lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 33 Bide was saying this to indicate the
kind of death by which He was to die. (NASB95)

Matthew 16:21-23 ... 21 From that time Jesus bdgashow His disciples that He must
go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from tbersland chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised up on the third d&/P2ter took Him aside and began to
rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shakver happen to You.” 23 But He
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satanli dce a stumbling block to Me; for
you are not setting your mind on God'’s interests,rhan’s.” (NASB95)

Matthew 26:36-46 ... 36 Then Jesus came with tlhesrplace called Gethsemane, and
said to His disciples, “Sit here while | go oveetk and pray.” 37 And He took with Him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and begandddeed and distressed. 38 Then He
said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to thanpof death; remain here and keep
watch with Me.” 39 And He went a little beyond themd fell on His face and prayed,
saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cpass from Me; yet not as | will, but as
You will.” 40 And He came to the disciples and ftimem sleeping, and said to Peter,



“So, you men could not keep watch with Me for ooerf 41 “Keep watching and
praying that you may not enter into temptation; sp&it is willing, but the flesh is

weak.” 42 He went away again a second time and gutagaying, “My Father, if this
cannot pass away unless | drink it, Your will beeld 43 Again He came and found
them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 Antefiéhem again, and went away and
prayed a third time, saying the same thing onceamdb Then He came to the disciples
and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and negé Behold, the hour is at hand and the
Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands ofess6 “Get up, let us be going;
behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!” (NASB95

Persecution
Persecution is also the lot of the faithful (M&ttL0-12; 2 Tim. 3:10-17; 1 Pet. 4:12-19).

Matthew 5:10-12 ... 10 “Blessed are those who Haeen persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of hea%ériBlessed are you when people
insult you and persecute you, and falsely sayiatikof evil against you because of Me.
12 “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heavegreat; for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you. (NB)SB9

2 Timothy 3:10-17 ... 10 Now you followed my teaghconduct, purpose, faith,
patience, love, perseverance, 11 persecutionssafidrings, such as happened to me at
Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecusidendured, and out of them all the
Lord rescued me! 12 Indeed, all who desire to gjgdly in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. 13 But evil men and impostors will peacfrom bad to worse, deceiving and
being deceived. 14 You, however, continue in tilgshyou have learned and become
convinced of, knowing from whom you have learneth{il5 and that from childhood
you have known the sacred writings which are ablgive you the wisdom that leads to
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesu6.All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correctipfor training in righteousness; 17 so
that the man of God may be adequate, equippedvaygood work. (NASB95)

1 Peter 4:12-19 ... 12 Beloved, do not be surpreseithe fiery ordeal among you, which
comes upon you for your testing, as though sonaagérthing were happening to you;
13 but to the degree that you share the sufferaigshrist, keep on rejoicing, so that also
at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice wébkultation. 14 If you are reviled for the
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the $pigiory and of God rests on you. 15
Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderdhief, or evildoer, or a troublesome
meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christianjshnot to be ashamed, but is to glorify
God in this name. 17 For it is time for judgmenbggin with the household of God; and
if it begins with us first, what will be the outcerior those who do not obey the gospel of
God? 18 And if it is with difficulty that the rigddus is saved, what will become of the
godless man and the sinner? 19 Therefore, thosevat® suffer according to the will of
God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creatordoing what is right. (NASB95)

Yet, we must not allow fear to keep us back frothdbedience (Acts 26:9-11; Gal. 5:7-12; 1
Pet. 2:4-8).



Acts 26:9-11 ... 9 “So then, | thought to myseditthhad to do many things hostile to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 “And this is justtwidigd in Jerusalem; not only did |
lock up many of the saints in prisons, having neegiauthority from the chief priests, but
also when they were being put to death | cast ng against them. 11 “And as |
punished them often in all the synagogues, | tigeibrce them to blaspheme; and being
furiously enraged at them, | kept pursuing themrmewedoreign cities. (NASB95)

Galatians 5:7-12 ... 7 You were running well; whodered you from obeying the truth?
8 This persuasion did not come from Him who cails. P A little leaven leavens the
whole lump of dough. 10 | have confidence in yaihénLord that you will adopt no
other view; but the one who is disturbing you Wwéhr his judgment, whoever he is. 11
But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, wiam | still persecuted? Then the
stumbling block of the cross has been abolished wiigh that those who are troubling
you would even mutilate themselves. (NASB95)

1 Peter 2:4-8 ... 4 And coming to Him as to a livstone which has been rejected by
men, but is choice and precious in the sight of ,Gogbu also, as living stones, are being
built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthotal offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For ihiontained in Scripture: “Behold, |
lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner sigxra he who believes in Him will not
be disappointed.” 7 This precious value, thenpisyou who believe; but for those who
disbelieve, “The stone which the builders rejecidtis became the very corner stone,” 8
and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offender; they stumble because they are
disobedient to the word, and to this doom they va¢se appointed. (NASB95)

Conclusion

As Satan twisted Scripture to justify his endsasm do sinful men distort the Scriptures, to their
own deception and destruction (1 Tim. 1:3-7; 6:2-Pet. 3:14-18).

1 Timothy 1:3-7 ... 3 As | urged you upon my deparfor Macedonia, remain on at
Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men ntaaoh strange doctrines, 4 nor to pay
attention to myths and endless genealogies, whighrgse to mere speculation rather
than furthering the administration of God whichoisfaith. 5 But the goal of our
instruction is love from a pure heart and a goodswence and a sincere faith. 6 For
some men, straying from these things, have tursetk do fruitless discussion, 7 wanting
to be teachers of the Law, even though they domaérstand either what they are
saying or the matters about which they make confidssertions. (NASB95)

1 Timothy 6:3-5 ... 3 If anyone advocates a difiedoctrine and does not agree with
sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, arid thie doctrine conforming to
godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands ngithimt he has a morbid interest in
controversial questions and disputes about wordspdwhich arise envy, strife, abusive
language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant fricth@tween men of depraved mind and
deprived of the truth, who suppose that godlinegssmeans of gain. (NASB95)



2 Peter 3:14-18 ... 14 Therefore, beloved, sinaelgok for these things, be diligent to be
found by Him in peace, spotless and blamelessniiSegard the patience of our Lord as
salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paulcarding to the wisdom given him,
wrote to you, 16 as also in all his letters, spagkin them of these things, in which are
some things hard to understand, which the untaagbtunstable distort, as they do also
the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destructib/ You therefore, beloved, knowing
this beforehand, be on your guard so that you artecarried away by the error of
unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfasé.8 but grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Ta ble the glory, both now and to the
day of eternity. Amen. (NASB95)

However, we must faithfully hold to the faithful web recognizing that knowledge of the truth
and proper application of the same is the key &r@¥ming Satan’s devices.



