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Introduction 

How do we glorify God? How do we honor and praise His Holy Name? Let us consider the 

example of Jesus, the apostles, and New Testament Christians in this regard.  

The Greek word doxazō, often translated “glorify,” means to render or esteem glorious, i.e., to 

bring honor and praise to another who is worthy of such an exalted reputation. 

 Thomas defines  [doxazō] as derived from doxa [praise, honor, glory], meaning 

“to render or esteem glorious (in a wide application)” [1392]. 

 BDAG say it means “(1) to influence one’s opinion about another so as to enhance the 

latter’s reputation, praise, honor, extol; (2) to cause to have splendid greatness, clothe in 

splendor, glorify, of the glory that comes in the next life… 

Jesus Christ 

Jesus Christ brought glory to God through signs, wonders, and miracles: 

 In Healing the Paralytic (Matt. 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26), 

Matthew 9:1-8 ... 1 Getting into a boat, Jesus crossed over the sea and came to His own 

city. 2 And they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said 

to the paralytic, “Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And some of the scribes 

said to themselves, “This fellow blasphemes.” 4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, 

“Why are you thinking evil in your hearts? 5 “Which is easier, to say, „Your sins are 

forgiven,‟ or to say, „Get up, and walk‟? 6 “But so that you may know that the Son of 

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick 

up your bed and go home.” 7 And he got up and went home. 8 But when the crowds saw 

this, they were awestruck, and glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 

(NASB95) 

Mark 2:1-12 ... 1 When He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was 

heard that He was at home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no 

longer room, not even near the door; and He was speaking the word to them. 3 And they 

came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men. 4 Being unable to get to Him 

because of the crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and when they had dug an 

opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying. 5 And Jesus seeing 

their faith said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 But some of the scribes 

were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak that way? 
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He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 Immediately Jesus, aware in 

His spirit that they were reasoning that way within themselves, said to them, “Why are 

you reasoning about these things in your hearts? 9 “Which is easier, to say to the 

paralytic, „Your sins are forgiven‟; or to say, „Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk‟? 

10 “But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins”—He said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go 

home.” 12 And he got up and immediately picked up the pallet and went out in the sight 

of everyone, so that they were all amazed and were glorifying God, saying, “We have 

never seen anything like this.” (NASB95) 

Luke 5:17-26 ... 17 One day He was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and 

teachers of the law sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea 

and from Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing. 

18 And some men were carrying on a bed a man who was paralyzed; and they were 

trying to bring him in and to set him down in front of Him. 19 But not finding any way to 

bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down through the 

tiles with his stretcher, into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus. 20 Seeing their 

faith, He said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 The scribes and the Pharisees 

began to reason, saying, “Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive 

sins, but God alone?” 22 But Jesus, aware of their reasonings, answered and said to 

them, “Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 23 “Which is easier, to say, „Your sins 

have been forgiven you,‟ or to say, „Get up and walk‟? 24 “But, so that you may know 

that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,”—He said to the paralytic—“I 

say to you, get up, and pick up your stretcher and go home.” 25 Immediately he got up 

before them, and picked up what he had been lying on, and went home glorifying God. 26 

They were all struck with astonishment and began glorifying God; and they were filled 

with fear, saying, “We have seen remarkable things today.” (NASB95) 

 In Raising the Widow of Nain’s Son (Luke 7:11-17), 

Luke 7:11-17 ... 11 Soon afterwards He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples 

were going along with Him, accompanied by a large crowd. 12 Now as He approached 

the gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she 

was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. 13 When the Lord saw 

her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 And He came up and 

touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, “Young man, I say to 

you, arise!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave him back to his 

mother. 16 Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, “A great 

prophet has arisen among us!” and, “God has visited His people!” 17 This report 

concerning Him went out all over Judea and in all the surrounding district. (NASB95) 

 In Healing the Woman Bent Double (Luke 13:10-13), 

Luke 13:10-13 ... 10 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 

And there was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; 

and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, He 

called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your sickness.” 13 And He 
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laid His hands on her; and immediately she was made erect again and began glorifying 

God. (NASB95) 

 In Cleansing the Samaritan Lepers (Luke 17:11-19), 

Luke 17:11-19 ... 11 While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between 

Samaria and Galilee. 12 As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a 

distance met Him; 13 and they raised their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on 

us!” 14 When He saw them, He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” 

And as they were going, they were cleansed. 15 Now one of them, when he saw that he 

had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 16 and he fell on his face 

at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered and 

said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—where are they? 18 “Was no one 

found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, 

“Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.” (NASB95) 

 In Restoring Sight to the Blind (Luke 18:35-43), and  

Luke 18:35-43 ... 35 As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 

road begging. 36 Now hearing a crowd going by, he began to inquire what this was. 37 

They told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 38 And he called out, saying, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 Those who led the way were sternly telling 

him to be quiet; but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

40 And Jesus stopped and commanded that he be brought to Him; and when he came 

near, He questioned him, 41 “What do you want Me to do for you?” And he said, “Lord, 

I want to regain my sight!” 42 And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has 

made you well.” 43 Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him, 

glorifying God; and when all the people saw it, they gave praise to God. (NASB95) 

 In Various Other Miracles of Healing (Matt. 15:29-31). 

Matthew 15:29-31 ... 29 Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, 

and having gone up on the mountain, He was sitting there. 30 And large crowds came to 

Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, 

and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them. 31 So the crowd marveled as 

they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind 

seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel. (NASB95) 

The Apostles 

The apostles glorified God through their miracles (Acts 3:1-10; 4:13-22). 

Acts 3:1-10 ... 1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the 

hour of prayer. 2 And a man who had been lame from his mother‟s womb was being 

carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple which is 

called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who were entering the temple. 3 When he 

saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he began asking to receive alms. 4 But 
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Peter, along with John, fixed his gaze on him and said, “Look at us!” 5 And he began to 

give them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I do 

not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ 

the Nazarene—walk!” 7 And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and 

immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened. 8 With a leap he stood upright and 

began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising 

God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God; 10 and they were taking 

note of him as being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg 

alms, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

(NASB95) 

Acts 4:13-22 ... 13 Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and 

understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began 

to recognize them as having been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man who had been 

healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply. 15 But when they had 

ordered them to leave the Council, they began to confer with one another, 16 saying, 

“What shall we do with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken 

place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 

“But so that it will not spread any further among the people, let us warn them to speak no 

longer to any man in this name.” 18 And when they had summoned them, they 

commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John 

answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you 

rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have 

seen and heard.” 21 When they had threatened them further, they let them go (finding no 

basis on which to punish them) on account of the people, because they were all glorifying 

God for what had happened; 22 for the man was more than forty years old on whom this 

miracle of healing had been performed. (NASB95) 

The apostles glorified God through their evangelistic efforts (Acts 11:15-18; 21:17-20; Gal. 

1:13-24). 

Acts 11:15-18 ... 15 “And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He 

did upon us at the beginning. 16 “And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used 

to say, „John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.‟ 17 

“Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God‟s way?” 18 When they heard this, 

they quieted down and glorified God, saying, “Well then, God has granted to the 

Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.” (NASB95) 

Acts 21:17-20 ... 17 After we arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 

And the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 

After he had greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God had done 

among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they heard it they began 

glorifying God; and they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are 

among the Jews of those who have believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; 

(NASB95) 
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Galatians 1:13-24 ... 13 For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how 

I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; 14 and I 

was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, 

being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions. 15 But when God, who had set 

me apart even from my mother‟s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased 16 

to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not 

immediately consult with flesh and blood, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who 

were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to 

Damascus. 18 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with 

Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But I did not see any other of the apostles 

except James, the Lord‟s brother. 20 (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you 

before God that I am not lying.) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 I 

was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ; 23 but only, 

they kept hearing, “He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once 

tried to destroy.” 24 And they were glorifying God because of me. (NASB95) 

Disciples 

Disciples glorify God through their obedience (1 Cor. 6:18-20; 2 Cor. 9:12-15; 1 Pet. 2:11-12).  

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 ... 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is 

outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know 

that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and 

that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify 

God in your body. (NASB95) 

2 Corinthians 9:12-15 ... 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the 

needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 13 

Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to 

your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them 

and to all, 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the 

surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

(NASB95) 

1 Peter 2:11-12 ... 11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly 

lusts which wage war against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the 

Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of 

your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. (NASB95) 

Disciples glorify God through their worshipful praise (Rom. 15:7-13; Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16). 

Romans 15:7-13 ... 7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the 

glory of God. 8 For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf 

of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, 9 and for the Gentiles to 

glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, “Therefore I will give praise to You among the 

Gentiles, And I will sing to Your name.” 10 Again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His 

people.” 11 And again, “Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, And let all the peoples praise 
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Him.” 12 Again Isaiah says, “There shall come the root of Jesse, And He who arises to 

rule over the Gentiles, In Him shall the Gentiles hope.” 13 Now may the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit. (NASB95) 

Ephesians 5:18-19 ... 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 

filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; (NASB95) 

Colossians 3:16 ... 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. (NASB95) 

Disciples glorify God through enduring persecution (Rom. 15:7-13; John 21:18-19; 1 Pet. 4:12-

19). 

John 21:18-19 ... 18 “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird 

yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your 

hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.” 19 

Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He 

had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me!” (NASB95) 

1 Peter 4:12-19 ... 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which 

comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 

13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also 

at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 

Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome 

meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify 

God in this name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and 

if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 

God? 18 And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the 

godless man and the sinner? 19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of 

God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. (NASB95) 

Conclusion 

Do you glorify God through heartfelt and scriptural worship? Are you glorifying God in your 

daily life? Will you glorify God in your death? 


