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Introduction

Freedom is a grand ideal, but is always accompanied by some restrictive code of governance
(Isa. 61:1-9; Gal. 5:1-7).

Isaiah 61:1-9 ... 1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, Because the Lord has anointed
me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To
proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners; 2 To proclaim the favorable year
of the Lord And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3 To grant
those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness
instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be
called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified. 4 Then
they will rebuild the ancient ruins, They will raise up the former devastations; And they
will repair the ruined cities, The desolations of many generations. 5 Strangers will stand
and pasture your flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers. 6 But
you will be called the priests of the Lord; You will be spoken of as ministers of our God.
You will eat the wealth of nations, And in their riches you will boast. 7 Instead of your
shame you will have a double portion, And instead of humiliation they will shout for joy
over their portion. Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land, Everlasting
joy will be theirs. 8 For I, the Lord, love justice, | hate robbery in the burnt offering; And
| will faithfully give them their recompense And make an everlasting covenant with them.
9 Then their offspring will be known among the nations, And their descendants in the
midst of the peoples. All who see them will recognize them Because they are the offspring
whom the Lord has blessed. (NASB95)

Galatians 5:1-7 ... 1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing
firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 2 Behold I, Paul, say to you that if
you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 And | testify again to every
man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 4 You
have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have
fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of
righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means
anything, but faith working through love. 7 You were running well; who hindered you
from obeying the truth? (NASB95)

Anarchy vs. Order

Unfettered freedom results in anarchy; responsible freedom leads to order (Judg. 17:6; 21:25; 1
Pet. 2:13-25).



Judges 17:6 ... 6 In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right
in his own eyes. (NASB95)

Judges 21:25 ... 25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right
in his own eyes. (NASB95)

1 Peter 2:13-25 ... 13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution,
whether to a king as the one in authority, 14 or to governors as sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 15 For such is the will of
God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16 Act as free
men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.
17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 18 Servants, be
submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle,
but also to those who are unreasonable. 19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of
conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly. 20 For
what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience?
But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor
with God. 21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 who committed no sin, nor
was any deceit found in His mouth; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in
return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who
judges righteously; 24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For
you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and
Guardian of your souls. (NASB95)

Futility vs. Hope

Unfettered freedom results in futility; responsible freedom leads to hope (Rom. 8:18-25; Eph.
4:17-32).

Romans 8:18-25 ... 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious
longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in
hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation
groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but
also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For
in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he
already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait
eagerly for it. (NASB95)

Ephesians 4:17-32 ... 17 So this | say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no
longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in
their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in
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them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have
given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with
greediness. 20 But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard Him
and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, in reference to your former
manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the
lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the
new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of
the truth. 25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his
neighbor, for we are members of one another. 26 Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let
the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the devil an opportunity. 28 He who
steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands
what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need. 29 Let no
unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for
edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who
hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put
away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted,
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. (NASB95)

Selfishness vs. Service

Unfettered freedom results in selfishness; responsible freedom leads to service (1 Cor. 10:23-33,;
Gal. 5:13-15).

1 Corinthians 10:23-33 ... 23 All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All
things are lawful, but not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but that of his
neighbor. 25 Eat anything that is sold in the meat market without asking questions for
conscience’ sake; 26 for the earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains. 27 If one of the
unbelievers invites you and you want to go, eat anything that is set before you without
asking questions for conscience’ sake. 28 But if anyone says to you, “This is meat
sacrificed to idols,” do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for
conscience’ sake; 29 I mean not your own conscience, but the other man’s; for why is my
freedom judged by another’s conscience? 30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am |
slandered concerning that for which | give thanks? 31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense either to Jews or to
Greeks or to the church of God; 33 just as I also please all men in all things, not
seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they may be saved. (NASB95)

Galatians 5:13-15 ... 13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your
freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another. (NASB95)



Slavery vs. Salvation

Unfettered freedom results in slavery; responsible freedom leads to salvation (John 8:31-38; 2
Pet. 2:17-3:2).

John 8:31-38 ... 31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you
continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the
truth, and the truth will make you free. ” 33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s
descendants and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, ‘You
will become free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, veryone who
commits sin is the slave of sin. 35 “The slave does not remain in the house forever, the
son does remain forever. 36 “So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 37 “I
know that you are Abraham’s descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has
no place in you. 38 “I speak the things which I have seen with My Father, therefore you
also do the things which you heard from your father.” (NASB95)

2 Peter 2:17-3:2 ... 17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for
whom the black darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant words of
vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones
who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of
corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they
have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become
worse for them than the first. 21 For it would be better for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment
handed on to them. 22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A dog
returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.’
1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up
your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words spoken
beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by
your apostles. (NASB95)
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Conclusion

Do you wish to find freedom from the yoke of sin? Obey the gospel while there is time and
opportunity (Rom. 6:1-7, 16-18).

Romans 6:1-7 ... 1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may
increase? 2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His
death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death,
certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old
self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so



that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin.
(NASB95)

Romans 6:16-18 ... 16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that though
you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to
which you were committed, 18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of
righteousness. (NASB95)



